A Level Politics Year 11
Transition Pack

"This isn't quite the same
as being Mayor of London,
is it?"

You are required to complete ALL of the activities in this transition pack for submission in the first
week of the new academic year. The A Level in Politics is a fun, embracing yet challenging
qualification. It will develop your thinking skills and vastly expand your knowledge of politics both
in the UK and in the wider world. There will be ten taught hours per fortnight. It is then expected
that students do three to five hours per week of independent study at home and during their
approximately 20 fortnightly free periods.
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Politics in the UK

This is a detailed and comprehensive assignment that you have been given. Do not rush it. We
advise that you complete different parts of the transition pack at different points in the Summer
holiday, rather than leaving it all until the final week of your break. You should expect to spend
longer on these tasks than any homework you have completed before. A Level Politics will be a
significant step up from the work you have completed in Year 11.

Task One — People in Politics

Look at the below photographs of British politicians. You must identify who they are, which party
they belonged to and whether or not they were Prime Minister (PM) or Leader of Her Majesty’s
Opposition (HMO). Get your family involved in this task — your parents will remember many of
these faces, and some of them might be better suited even to your grandparents!

Higham Lane Sixth Form
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http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.atlaswords.com/IMAGES 80/callaghan.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.atlaswords.com/GRAN BRETAGNA 23.htm&h=300&w=300&sz=14&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=py7lHieO9DWQiM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=James+callaghan&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.metric.org.uk/press/releases/MSA/PICS/MSA_Neil_Kinnock.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.metric.org.uk/press/releases/MSA/msapics.htm&h=2592&w=1772&sz=462&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=kQUuas5Gi7X7nM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q=neil+kinnock&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.politics.co.uk/photo/william-hague-$5887$180.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.politics.co.uk/reference/MPs/xmps/h/hague-william-$451804$1215196.htm&h=269&w=180&sz=7&hl=en&start=8&tbnid=pQeBl3gQXW4A7M:&tbnh=113&tbnw=76&prev=/images?q=william+hague+&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://bp2.blogger.com/_MvG5_g5Ybno/RgUAQSPCAsI/AAAAAAAAAJ8/ab7NMTuaCqQ/s400/winston_churchill.jpg&imgrefurl=http://veraikeji.blogspot.com/2007_03_01_archive.html&h=378&w=390&sz=29&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=qp5CW-5qEcoWZM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=123&prev=/images?q=winston+churchill&gbv=2&hl=en

Task Two — News and Elections

Politics is a subject which cannot be unplugged from news and current affairs. Twitter is seen by
some to be the future of Politics — it is used by journalists, politicians and politicos alike to share
news and information as well as discuss political issues. | would advise that you create yourselves
Twitter accounts as soon as possible and follow the below users for Political information and news:

@Britainelects (for news and updates on all things electoral in the UK)
@BBCNews / @SkyNews (or any other news station of your choice — or even more than one!)
@bbcquestiontime (the UK’s most-watched political talk-show: BBC Question Time)
@BorisJohnson (prime minister)

@POTUS (the president of the United States of America)

@DEXEUgov (The Department for Exiting the European Union)

And a range of political journalists like Julia Hartley-Brewer, Owen Jones, etc...

Your second task is to keep an eye on these Twitter accounts (as well as wider sources — the news
and shows on TV, newspapers and others) over the Summer holidays and make a note of any
particularly interesting news that is relevant to Politics in the UK. You may even find some stories
which are interesting internationally, particularly if you choose to follow Donald Trump...

Task Three — British Political History

You need to create an A3 or A4 Political History timeline for the UK. On your timeline you should
include a number of features such as (but not necessarily ONLY these — and for an A grade
extension, include the dates at which major UK political parties were founded):

The signing of the Magna Carta, the opening of the House of Commons, the introduction of the Bill
of Rights, the Act of Union, Representation of the People Acts and European Communities Act. This
will be the focus of the first topic we will study next year.

Task Four — Parties and Issues

To start, you should quickly research the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties. What
do they stand for? Then, use the internet, textbooks and your imagination to create your own
political party which will stand at the next election. You should include the party’s name, some
points as to what the party stands for and three key policies your party will introduce if they are
elected including why you would introduce them. These policies will cost money - will people have
to pay more tax or would you make savings elsewhere? You have to justify your decisions. Some
topics to consider might be:

Health
Crime
The European Union
Housing
Education
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It is a requirement of the course that by the end of the second school week in September you
have purchased the compulsory textbooks. There are other textbooks available for this course —
it is important that the correct one is purchased. An image has been attached below.
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